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notified for sale for arrears of land revenue amounting to Es. 197 odd. The Naib (manager), on being asked to account for this, laid all the blame on the ryots, who, he said, would not be made to pay their rent and thus deprived him of the means of satisfying the Government demand. Nagendra rebuked him for gross negligence and failing to report the matter, for, he added, the arrears would have been paid from his own pocket. He at once dismissed the Naib from his employ and hastened to G-horia, where he instructed a pleader named Asu Babu to petition the collector for leave to make good the arrears on Lak-himpur. The request was perforce rejected. Lak-himpur was put up for sale and Nagendra ascertained that the purchaser was a man of straw representing Priya himself. He endured the loss of a valuable property, resolving to be even some day with his enemy.
On the following night he was about to retire to bed, when the Lakhimpur Naib burst into the parlour and clasped his master's feet which he bedewed with tears. Nagendra shook him off roughly and asked how he dared to intrude upon him.
" Mahasay," whined the Naib, " I want to make a clean breast of my misdeeds, It was Priya who persuaded me to withhold the revenue due on Lakhimpur, by promising me a reward of Es. 2,000 if